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Sen. John McCain called himsell “a fellow Westemer® and
criticized his rival at a rally in Albuquerque, N.M., on Saturday.

ain, Obama fight ove

By Ben Feller
The Associated Press

RENOQ, Nev, — Scrambling to

ved John McCain on Saturday for aggressively trying to
it::.:flmlﬂﬁfflr from President Bush. McCain touted his Western
ties and warned that Obama Is a tax-and-spend threat to the
flush Obama campalgn also :
two-minute TV ad that asks, “Will our country be better off four
years from now?” The length of the ad, which will air in key
highlights Obama’s Iulzgralsln; ?up&mnw — most campalgn coms

i n 30 seconds or a minute.

m%}";aﬂi;ar:ontinued to ridicule McCain for distancing himself from
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win the West, Democrat Barack

nation.

unvelled a
states,

CAMPAIGN/A15

L.
1
{
" ']
-
\
AL

Rosa Hein, whose 15-year-old son

where special-needs children could live and work with

A special need

A South Bay mom knows a time is coming wh
autistic son. She's joining other parents of chilk

Beuce
Justin is autistic, has helped develop a nonprofit organization to ralse funds for a center
supervision. The Manhattan Beach resident estimates the cost at $50 million.

By Melissa Evans
SR Writer

Ever since her youngest boy
collapsed from his first epileptic
seizure at age 2, Rose Heln and
ner husband have sought a rem-
edy it at least some relief
for thelr son

Justin, a skinny, energetic
boy with a fascination for gar
vage trucks, video games and
electronic  devices, s  also
autistic He Is shy
sometimes put off by strangers
r changes in routine, but has
an unparalleled thirst for life

“When he loves something,
he really, really loves some-
thing," Rose Hein said

To contraol the epllepsy, they
put Justin, now 15, on a strict
diet of fatty foods for three
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W For more information, of to
donate lo the Golden Hearl Ranch
visit www.goldenheartranch.org

back

The Heins tried a number of
drugs to help with the autism
and enrolled Justin in & special
school where he learns soclal
skills, along with reading
speech and other subjects

But, despite their efforts, the
Manhattan Beach family had to
face reality, especially as Justin
gets older

“He is going 1o need 24-hour
care for the rest of his life,” Heln
sald, "and we're not going to be
here forever ™

AS | Greal

She and a group of other par-
ents whose children have a
range of special needs, includ-
Ing autism and cerebral palsy,
launched a nonprofit organiza-
tion last week with a very spe-
cific goal — they want to ralse
enough money to bulld a
#0-acre ranch for their children
and others with similar disabill-
IS

Just a few months into plan-
ning, Heln has a detalled ple-
ture of what she hopes the
Golden Heart Ranch  will
include: work opportunities in
an organic garden, coffechouse
and restaurants; group exercise
activities, [ncluding an ATV
trall and horseback riding: and
art therapy, including sewing,

cooking and crafis
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* This is my
mission right
now. It's every
parent’s worst
fear, to think
about what's
going to
happen to my
child when I'm
gone.”

— ROSE HEIN, whao

heiped launch a nonprofit
organization o build & ranch
for childran with lities.
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